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less, it reflects with great truth the terrible ordeal
through which President Lincoln's Administration
was passing, as well as the depth of feeling of the
loyal people of the Northern States who were deter-
mined that the Nation in its entirety should live,
and that the disgrace of upholding slavery should
be removed forever from its Constitution.

From this time forward Fiske's absorbing inter-
est in the success of the Union cause never lessened.
He carefully followed Grant's campaign against
Vicksburg, as well as the movements of the contend-
ing forces around Washington; and the letters give
instances of sharp altercations with students of
"Secesh" proclivities. To Mr. Lincoln's letters in
1862 and 1863 to various persons, defending his
Administration, Fiske paid particular attention, re-
garding them as the best and clearest expositions
of the war powers of the President under the Consti-
tution that were called forth by the President's
exercise of " Executive Power."

IX. His Engagement to Abby Morgan Brooks
Still another phase of Fiske's life during his col-
lege days remains to be told. Not his study, not
his writing, not his college rank, not his patriotism
are the full index of his intellectual activities during
this memorable period. No record of his collegiate
life would be in any sense complete that did not
include his romantic acquaintance with Abby Mor-
gan Brooks, their engagement, and the ennobling
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